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Child abuse rates DRASTICALLY increase in Lubbock County 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  

 
Lubbock, Texas – An alarming number of children are being abused in Lubbock County.  That’s according to 
recent statistics released by the Department of Family and Protective Services. 
 
According to the newly released 2018 data book, 1,126 children in Lubbock County were confirmed victims of child 
abuse.  In 2017, that number was 1,032 children – which means the number of cases of child abuse have increased 
by almost 100 in just one year – almost 10 percent. 
 
“We are not proud of these numbers – in fact, we are incredibly concerned and heartbroken,” said Abby Reed, 
Executive Director of Family Guidance and Outreach Center. 
 
To raise awareness of the ongoing child abuse problem in Lubbock County, Family Guidance and Outreach Center 
is teaming up with Happy State Bank for the second year in a row to unveil the Blue Flag Campaign. 
 
The Blue Flag Campaign was established in 2018 in a collaboration with Happy State Bank. The campaign erects 
more than 1,000 flags - each flag representing a victim of child abuse and neglect in Lubbock County. In 2018 there 
were 1,032 flags in in 2019 there will be 1,126 flags. 
 
“Our hope is that this campaign will serve as an education tool to our community, to highlight the ever-growing 
problem of child abuse,” said Reed. 
 
FGOC and Happy State Bank invite you to join us as we welcome Lubbock City Councilmember Randy 
Christian to unveil the Blue Flag Campaign on Monday, April 1st at 10AM at Kastman Park.  During the 
brief event, Mr. Christian will honor the campaign with a proclamation declaring April as Child Abuse 
Awareness and Prevention Month. 
 
 

### 
 
 
Family Guidance and Outreach Center is a grassroots nonprofit organization based in Lubbock.  Launched in 1981, 
FGOC’s envisions a community without child abuse and neglect.  FGOC offers parenting, wellness, life skills, and 
anger management classes free of charge. This is how we reach parents, grandparents, foster parents, daycare 
workers, and so many more. We want to give you the tools you need to feel educated and empowered.  FGOC also 
provides free outreach programs to each LISD, Frenship, Cooper elementary, middle, and high school, as well as 
surrounding area schools. These programs deal with topics like anger, bullying, self-esteem, goal setting, and much 
more.  FGOC Is committed to building and empowering families through education and awareness. 
 

 


